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OBSERVATIONS 


ON AN 


ACT of Parliament, &c. 


og ing, that this Act was faſhioned 
with a pure defign of —_— 
the glorious method I had taken 
ſerving my country ; if this had 
not been the caſe, why were not * Flete- 
marriages (or as they are often ſtiled clande- 
ſine marriages) many years ago, before I came 
into Life, aboliſhed. Wanted our forefa- 
thers wiſdom or power ? No, they were truly 
ſenſible, that the door to propagation ſhould 
always ſtand half-open ; yea, ready on all oc- 
caſions to fly wide open, and welcome in all 


4 


* The Priſon of the Flete, is ſo called from a little rill which 
encompaſſed it in the conqueror's time, which in old records is 
written Fleta ; and our leaaned Antiquary Stow ſhews it to bs 


_ erroneous to ſpell it thus ; Fleet. 


B comers, 
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comers; they wiſely foreſaw, that the riches 
and ſtrength of this nation; the welfare and 
proſperity of Britain, was, and always would 
be, the multitude, the ſtock and increaſe of its 
inhabitants; for let me tell you, that one na- 
tive is far more valuable both to King and go- 
vernment, than ten, yea, I might ſay twenty, 
naturaſized foreigners, whether they be Ger- 
mans, or of that favourite race of mortals, 
who are of the feed of Jacob. It is true, mo- 
ney in the funds, places of profit, dignity and 
great poſſeſſions, may make the rich and weal- 
thy man a friend to his country, according to 
Reyolution pringiples, That intereſt is a great- 
er Tie than Principle; but it is the love of his 
king and country that makes the poor man go 
forth with his life in his hand, either to fight 
for it or to defend it, or by venturing his life 
in ſtorms and tempeſts with hard labour and an 
Þungry belly, to increaſe its wealth, and carry 


pon its commerce. Much is owing from the 


rich to the loweſt claſs of people; it is on 
them their grandeur is built: no one, in the 
circumſtances we now are, would be glad to 
ſee them, who are far the greater part of 
mankind, reſume thoſe natural rights, power, 
wealth, policy and artifice have deprived them 
of. On the other hand, it is certainly pru- 
dence in their governors to indulge them in 
ſuch things as do tend to their quiet and happi- 
neſs, to their eaſe, increaſe and welfare. 
Cramps and fetters ſhould never once be 
framed to ſhackle and impede the ſource of 
pur common ſtrength and happineſs, a free, 

generous 


[5] | 

rous and ipitant propagation of our 

ſpecies ; ſeeing Fhis & the 8 oldeſt, the 

moſt natural and the wiſeſt law, IX RE ASR 
AND MULTIPLY, Gen. i. 28. 

Tus far, by way of introduction, I will 
now proceed to lay before my countrymen, for 
whoſe Goop I have ſuffered bonds and impri- 
fonments for many years, my obſervations on 
the abovemention'd Act, as they aroſe to me 
on peruſal. 

] nave already hinted, that it is my opi- 
nion, for which in the following pages I hope 
I ſhall ha ve offered ſatisfactory reaſons, that no 
impediment ſhould be laid on the lower claſs 
of people in order to hinder, retard, delay or 
procraſtinate their marriage. Now by the 
Act before me it is provided, © That no Par- 
c ſon, vicar, miniſter or curate, ſhall be ob- 
* liged to publiſh the Banns of matrimony be- 
de tween any perſons whatſoever, unleſs the 


e perſons to be married ſhall, ſeven days at 
.« the leaſt before the time required for the 


* firſt publication of ſuch Banns reſpectively, 
deliver, or cauſe to be delivered, to ſuch 
e parſon, vicar, miniſter or curate, a notice in 
„ writing of their true chriſtian or ſurnames, 
« and of the houſe or houſes of their re- 
4 ſpective abodes within ſuch pariſh, chapel- 
© ry, or extraparochial place, and of the 
« time during which they have dwelt, inha- 
e bited, or lodged ib ſuch houſe or houſes 
te reſpeRively.*” In the firſt place, let me 
| . congratulate 


lt is great pity, the compliers did not add, that no papiſt. 
or enemy of the preſent goverument ſhould be married, becauſe 
225 
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congratulate my honeſt brethren of the clergy, 
who have for many years been the deſpiſed of 
the land, on the lucrative and potential branch 
of this clauſe; for. it muſt be obſerved how 
feelingly the proviſoe is worded, Noparſon, vi- 
car, miniſter or curate ſhall be obliged to pub- 
hiſh, &c. So that hereafter it will be in the 
power of every parſon, &c. empowered to ſo- 
lemnize matrimony, either to infiſt on ſeven 
days notice, or not to infiſt thereon ; whereby 
for favour, or ſome other - conſideration he 
may diſpenſe with the ſeven days notice. But 
ſuppoſe, the parſon, rector, &c. will inſiſt on 
full ſeven days notice before he will make the 
firſt publication of Banns in his church or 
chapel, then here is the procraſtination of ſeven 
days. The deſign of the legiſlature is certain- 
ly to give the parſon ſufficient time to inquire, 
who the parties to be married are, and whe- 
ther they both live in the reſpective houſes they 
have mentioned in the notice they axe obliged 
to deliver him in writing. Suppoſe then, for 
ſuch things may happen after the commence- 


ment of this Act, which have oftentimes 


happen'd before, that a citizen travelling in 
the country, either for pleaſure, health, or for 
the ſake of buſineſs and profit, falleth in love 
with a young woman, and is defirous, as has 
been often the caſe, and without whom he ima- 
gineth his future life will be unhappy, and 


this would be an effectual method to put an end to popery and 


 Jacobitiſm in this kingdom, and bea ſuter and ſhorter way with 


them than Daniel de Foe's ſhorteſt way with the Diſſenters, 
when he propoſed to hang the wen living ones. 


therefore 
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therefore wanteth to marry her immediately, 
by this Act he muſt be procraſtinated a month, 
a week's notice to the parſon, (or a dole to 
ſhorten it,) and three ſundays publication in 
the town church, after morning or evening 
ſervice; now, by this act ſuch a marriage as 
this will be prevented, becauſe it is one hun- 
dred to one, whether the tradeſman can ſtay 
from his ſhop and trade in town one fourth of 
the time on many conſiderations. This will 
prevent many a marriage through the delay and 
tedious progreſſion of preliminaries, give our 
youth too long time to reflect on the ſweets of 
a ſingle life, and ſo drive the riſing generation 
into celibacy, or which is pretty near the ſame, 
concubinage and fornication; which in its 
dreadful conſequences curtail and ſhorten the 
number of the people, and at length introduce 
an abſolute neceſſity of a general naturalization. 
And tho' I am growing old, I may yet live to 
ſee ſome thouſands of the enemies our common 
chriſtianity, the blaſphemers of our holy reli- 
8 gion, and the inveterate deſpiſers of the god- 
head of the HoLy Jzsus, naturalized, and 
both them and their deſcendants put into the 
ſure road and ready path to ſupplant the natives 
of my beloved country, for whom I ſuffer, 
mourn and bleed.“ This clauſe likewiſe 
makes it neceſſary, that the parties about to be 
married ſhall ſome time before or at that time 


l have been in Newgate and the Flete upwards of ten 
years, and my caſe of which I have given away upwards of 
fixty thouſands ſhews the buffetings and ſtripes I have undergone, 
for the true and real ſervice of my country. 


live 


w__ 


[8] 

live in one or more houſes , Good God! Did 
ever our forefathers judge it a neceſſary quali- 
fication for matrimony that either they, their 
ſons or their daughters lived in houſes, ſhall in- 
capacity in this reſpect, hinder them of that 
divine privilege, which the law of nature has 
1 not denied them. The man who lives in a 
bi hut, cave, hole, or on the face of the earth, in 
the open field, or under a hedge, has as much 
a right to propagate. his ſpecies as the richeſt 
houſholder, or greateſt nobleman ; yea, more; 
eſpecially if it be conſidered, as things go now, 
that the grandee is generally by his vices debili- 
tated for propagation before he takes on him 
what he uſually calls) the yoke of marriage, 
into which he enters to repair a rotten conſti- 
tution, and a ruinated eſtate, 
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Ox the ſame tenor is the following elauſe, 
| which likewiſe is calculated to procraſtinate 
( matrimony, Viz. © That no parſon, vicar, 4 
| << miniſter or curate ſhall marry perſons bot 

« or one of whom ſhall be under the age of 2 

<« twenty-one years, if the parents or gudr- 3 
e dians, or one of them, ſhall openly in the 
© church or chapel, where the Banns ſhall 
4 be ſo publiſhed, declare, or cauſe to be 
declared their diflent.” This will prevent 
the marriage of thouſands of his majeſty's 
good and liege ſubjects. But though I am 
not now ſo converſant with the ſcriptures as I 
once was, yet I will now take on me to 
prove, 

* T uſually preached in the great chapel im May Fair, always 

once, but ſometimes twice in à ſunday, and I believe there is not 
one 


/ 


91 


prove, that the power here given by the 
Act to parents and guardians is altogether un- 
ſeriptural, and I am ſure, when J have made 
this appear, all thofe who believe the ſacred 
writings, to have been wrote by divine in- 
ſpiration, as I ſincerely do, will allow that 
this part of the Act is unreaſonable. And 
firſt, I find by the example of the righteous 
Antediluvians, if I may credit ancient hiſto- 
rians , there wanted no other ceremony pre- 
vious to marriage, than youth and mutual 
conſent. 'The celebrated Milton || repreſents 
our firſt parents, Adam and Eve, on their 
firſt ſeeing one the other, without heſitation 
or ceremony, performing conjugal rites. Af- 
ter the flood, Abraham is faid to take Sarah 
to wife, Gen. xi. 29. but it no where is ſaid 
that his or her father or friends were conſult- 
ed, much leſs that their conſent was neceſ- 

; but we are wiſer it ſeems than our an- 
ceſtors! Indeed, in the caſe of Iſaac there is 
fome {mall difference, but then it only ſhews, 
that parents had not at that time taken on 
themto dictate or controul their children con- 
cerning marriage, but Rebekah having heard 
the propoſals of Iſaac, and ſay ing ſhe liked 


one of the Rev. B—— h who has a larger collection of MS. 
Sermons than I have now by me ; but I am afraid neither theirs 
nor mine will ever ſee the light, or indeed be of any ſervice to 
future generations, for our ſcheme of theology ſeems to me 
greatly to have varied within theſe few years with our man- 
ners. | 

+ See Sir Walter Rayleigh's Hiſtory of the World, Joſephus z 
Clogher's chronology of the Hebrews ; Univerſal hiſtory, &c. 

{ Book the Fourth, © _ . Ms 
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| fo] 
them, no one either adviſed or reſtrained her. 
to the contrary. She immediately came fromm 
her father's home, had never before ſcen 
Iſaac, nor Iſaac Rebekah ; but it ſeems, that 7 
Iſaac as ſoon as he ſaw her, for he went out © 
to meet her, brought her into her mother's 
tent, where ſhe immediately became His wife; 
and it followed, that he loved her. Haaet 
and Rebekah perſormed conjugal rites as tbo 
as they ſaw one the other; even that very 3 
day or hour in which they firſt met, Gen: N 
Xxiv. 67. It is plain, from what our Saviour 
ſays to the Jews concerning marriage, that 
the conſent of parents and guardians is 
not neceſſary to matrimony, he tells them, 
that he that made the young man and' the 
young woman made them male and female, 14 
i. e. he endowed them with ſuch faculties, LY 
propenſities and endearments as would inclme 
them to propagate their ſpecies : © For this 
ce cauſe, ſays he, ſhall a man leave father and 
« mother, and ſhall cleave unto his wife;” 
I think this may be juſtly paraphraſed thus: 
For the ſake of copulation and r 
Mall the young man, without the conſent of 
his friends, parents or guard ians, leave off to 
maintain and ſupport them who have given 
him being, and cleave to his wife, and main- 
tain and ſupport her and her children; and ſo 
cloſe and fincere ſhall the alliance be, that 
they ſhall be as one fleſh. Nay, he forbids 
the parents to hinder ſuch from being together 
for the ends of procreation, .** What there- 
„fore, ſays he, God hath joined — 
RE RT a ES: * 360 
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c let no man put aſunder,” Matth. xix. 4, 
6, Again aur Lord, as we are informed 
8 St. John, wrought his firſt miracle at a 
marriage ſolemnity in Cana of Galilee, where 
he was highly delighted with this innocent 
ceremony, and on this joyful occaſion, he 
changed the water, when N wanted li- 
guor, into wine, John ii. 1, Kc. And our 
Church copying the example of her great 
Lord and maſter, lays, that the junction of 
the young man and the young woman toge- 
ther for the fake of procreation was inſtitu- 
ted by God in the time of man's innocency, 
and ſignifics the myſtical and figurative union 
8 is between Chriſt and his Church. 
e no where in her holy office ſays, that 
the young ſhall not enter into this happy and 
bleſſed ſtate without the conſent of parents 
and guardians, The qualifications ſhe, in her 
preat -wildom, has thought neceflary are the 
abilities in the perſons to procreate; adviling 
them like a tender mother to avoid adultery 
and fornication ;, and to live lovingly toge- 
ther for the mutual ſociety, help and com- 
fort of one the other, both in proſperity and 
WEIN I firſt read this clauſe, I was won» 
dering at the reaſon of its inſertion, but com- 
ing to that. which empowers upon petition 
to conſent where obſtinate guardians refuſe, 
my ſurpriſe vaniſhed. Which in leſs than 
half a century will produce a new office, and 
conſequently an additional weight and ex- 
pence to the ſubject; for which this elauſe 
. 3 ſeems 


ſeems ſpecial well calculated. © And where 
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64. 
e be deemed and taken to be as good and ef- 
s fectual to all intents and purpoſes 


ſioners of the Great Seal for the time bein 


1 


as it may happen, that the guard ian or 
guardians, mother or mothers, of the par- 
ties to be married, or one of them, ſo un- 
der age as aforeſaid, may be Non Cumpos 
mentis, or may be in parts beyond the 
ſeas, or may be induced unreaſonably, 
and by undue motives to abuſe the truſt 
repoſed in him, her, or them, by refuſing 
or withholding his, her or their conſent to 
a proper marriage; be it therefore enacted, 
That in cafe any fuch guardian or guar- 
dians, mother or mothers, or any of them, 
whoſe conſent is made neceſſary as afore- 
ſaid, ſhall be Non Compos mentis, or in 
parts beyond the ſeas, or ſhall refufe or 
with-hold his, her or their conſent to. the 
marriage of any perfon, it ſhall and may be 
lawful for any perſon deſirous of marrying 
in any of the before-mentioned cafes, to 
apply by petition to the Lord Chancellor, 
Lord Keeper, or the Lords Commiſ- 
fioners of the great Seal of Great Britain for 
the time being, who is and are hereby 
impowered to proceed upon ſuch petition, 
in a ſummary way; and in caſe the mar- 
riage propofed, ſhall upon examination ap- 
pear to be proper, the faid Lord Chan- 
cellor, Lord Keeper, or Lords Commiſ- 

» 
Thall jugicially declare the ſame to be P 
by an order of court, and ſuch order ſhall 


« the 


— +. capt. We 
* I 2 f 


„as if 


„„ 

« the guardian or guardians, or mother of 
the perſon ſo petitioning, had contented 
„ to ſuch marriages.” Wholeſome indeed! 
ANorHER impediment or procraſtination 
in future marriages is alſo provided in this 
at by making it neceſſary to be ſolemnized 
in the preſence of two or more credible wit- 
'nefles, beſides the miniſter; for the act a 

| mg the following form for the entry of 
ſuch marriage in a regiſter to be kept purpoſe- 

1y for that end in eyery church or chapel. 


W A. S. of the Pariſh of St. Cuthbert in the 
city of Durham, and E. D. of the Pariſh of 
| St. Mary in the city of Canterbury were 
* married in this church by Banns (or Licence) 
* with conſent of parents (or guardians) this 
twenty-fourth Day of April, in the Year of 
our Lord one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
fifty-four, Jonathan Job, Rector. This 
M marriage was ſolemnized between us Abra- 
4 ham Slocock and Elizabeth Diddit *, in the 
85 ere of Ezekiel Fidelio, and George 
Handover. Note, The witneſſes ſhould 
"x have been obliged to have added the places 
13 of their abode in order to make the entry 
compleat. | ; 


13 | the act does not provide for the. incapacity of the married 4 
1 perſors not knowing how to write, either by ſetting their 
3 mark, or otherwiſe. Q. Whether the marriage is to be vaff if the 
parties cannot write, which has been the caſe of many hundreds 
I have married, and ſome that hardly coald-ſpeak, yer I tould 
perceive by the ſmiles they beſtowed an one the other, that they 
conſented, and 1 imagin'd, that they had as great a right to the 
Privilege of marriage as apy one who could do bot. 


NexT 
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Nx xm follows a clauſe which I am afraid by 
ſome will give this act a place among our n- 
laws, and that is, that perſons convicted of 
making a falſe entry in the ſaid regiſter, or 
who ſhall any ways deface or alter the fame, 
ſhall be deemed and 2 to be guilty af 


felony, and ſhall ſuffer death as à felon, 


without benefit of len. It is I think ſur- 
priſing, that this ſhould not be thought wor- 
thy of a ſomewhat leſs penalty then death; 

but as J heard a great reformer of the people 
once ſay, that we had not in England enough 
8. laws, and that the multitude of crimes 


made capital fince the acceſſion of the prefent 


glorious family to the throne, will always be 
an honour to this nation, and would certainly 
ſhine as ſuch in the annals of futurity, ang 


that he hoped to ſee the day when every ſeſ- 


ſions would greatly encreaſe the number 
which if he had lived till now, he wonld 
have ſeen his wiſh nearer completion; for I 
do not doubt, but future parliaments from 
the preſent method of extending the laws, 


will in a ſhort time double the number of 


capital offences. And in order to that-end, 
J ſhall ſet down here, the ſcheme of a cer- 
tain politician, who breathed under that cer 
lebrated minifter, Sir R----t W-=---e. You 
muſt obſerve, he was to the back-bone, the 
friend of courtiers and great men: He pro- 

poied, that whoever ſhould ſay and affirm, 
that the king for the time being was a drun- 
kard, an idle fellow, negligent of the good 
and welfare of his * an adulterer, 2 
| u 


[ 15] 

ſach* like, he ſhould on conviction ſuffer” 
death; and ſo of any other perſon of tlie 
royal family, but if he ſhould ſay, that he 
the king did not believe tlie doctrines of the 
Holy Trinity, the reſurrection of the body, 
the aſcenſion: of Chriſt into heaven, and the 
coming of the Holy Ghoſt, ſhould: be hang- 
ed, drawn and quartered, and his members 
or parts placed over the gates of four 
principal cities in England, of which Oxford 
to be one. Of the nobility, ſaying, that 
any one of them was a ſodomite, a pillager of 
the ſtate, in the intereſt of the French kitg,; 
an agent of the pretender, and one who by 
all means endeavoured to oppreſs his country 
by raiſing taxes, & c. ſhould be tranſported 
for fourteen years, and if the offender ſhould re- 
turn within that period, deathwithout benefit 
of clergy. As to the biſhops he obſerved, that 
it. would be ſufficient to give them power to 
uſe the writ againſt ſuch offenders, De com- 
burendo Heretico; eſpecially, if he either in 
words or by writing, laſhed or ſatyrized the 
ſaid biſnop on his or his lady's taking of 
Simony, his love of wealth, commendams, 
tranſlations, and his thirſt after power; to- 
gether with his folly at ſeventy years of age 
in marrying a girl of fifteen, Again, he pro- 
poſed, that the perſons of the preſent mem- 
bers: of parliament ſhould be ſacred, and free 
from ridicule; as for inſtance, if any one ſaid,” 
that the young debauchee, the fox-hunter, 
the ſodomite, the paraſite, the novice, the 
fribble, and the ſuck-thumb, mentioning his 

W 0 
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or their name, or giving any one notice by a 
fhrug, wink, or inuendo who ſuch were, and 
that they were not proper perſons to be re- 
preſentatives of the people, it ſhould be 
tranſportation for ſeven years, and death re- 
turning in the ſaid term. He added more- 
over, that all perſons who did or endeavour- 
ed to defraud his majeſty of his duties, taxes, 
or part of ſuch, ſhould ſuffer death without 
benefit of clergy. To this ſcheme I deſired * 
might be added, the cheating the clergy of 
their tithes, dues and rights, and robbing of 
graves; but he made light of this, and only 
remarked, that it would be very hard on the 
ſubject to ſuffer both here and hereafter; for, 
faid he, Iam of opinion, that as Chriſt is ap- 
pointed judge of the quick and the dead he 
will doom to everlaſting puniſnments, all 
thoſe who have wronged his vice-gerents and | 
ambaſſadors; undoubtedly, added he, they © 
will be thrown into the lake of fire and brim- | 
ſtone, there to be tormented for endleſs ages. "7 
To this I replied, that if we credited the \ 0 
holy writings, that would be the cafe of ali 
thofe who defrauded their governors of their 1 
tribute. No, ſays he, that remains a queſ— 
tion with me, becauſe I have heard a learned 5 
free-thinker * ſay, that when Conſtantine 
was about to take the church of Chriſt under N 
his wing, the then clergy interpolated into 
the goſpels and epiſtles Þ all thoſe paſſages 

| | | relative 


* think he mention'd Toland, but I can't be certain. 
+ He added, that the ſame free-thinker ſaid, that any one 
with half an eye might ſee, that all the paſſages were interpola- 


[ 17 ] 
relative thereto; for I am convinc'd, conti- 
nu'd he, that it was the deſign of Chriſt and 
his apoſtles to deſtroy all principalities and 
powers, and to introduce the primitive life 
of living in common, and governing by ſeni- 
ority; ſo he concluded, that Chriſt would 
not take any notice in the general judgment 
of the affairs of princes, but in that caſe the 
judgment would only be De Re ecclepaſticd. 
BEFORE I proceed any farther I muſt 
make one general obſervation on the ſubſtance 
of the act. That one would judge the com- 
pilers had made it to be obſerved by two or- 
ders of people among us, the nobility, and 


the rich in ſtocks, trade and merchandize; 


and ſurely, for ſo it plainly appears, they 
had forgot the peaſantry, or loweſt claſs of 
people. Such gradual and deliberate ſteps 
taken in the eſpouſals of the nobility, &c. 
may be of great uſe to ſecure eſtates, and 
make monopolies, and may alfo in a few 
years ſubject the inferior people to ſlavery, 
and deprive them and their families from ever 
ſoaring higher than their governors pleaſe ; 
clip the wings of liberty, ambition, induſtry 
and ingenuity. And this in fact, by the 
way, is bad policy, for the ſhifting of wealth 
and poſſeſſions have been thought neceſſary 
to the good government of the common- 
weal, by all able politicians. | | 
rrons, eſpecially, the ſtory of Chriſt and Peter paying tribute, 
where he remarked, that the interpolators bad placed Conſtar- 
tine their new God, before Jehovah their old God; Render un- 
to Cæſar, (i. e. Conſtantine) the things that ate Czfar's ; and ur. 
to God the things chat are God's „ 
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Har is the wooing, that is not long a- 
doing; is an old proverb, and a very true one; 
but we ſhall have no occaſion for it after the 
twenty-fifth day of March next, when we are 
commanded to read it backwards, and from 

that period (fatal indeed to Old England !) we 
muſt date the declenſion of the numbers of the 
inhabitants of England; for who among the 
lower claſs of people, after they have agreed on 

a marriage in ſecret, which often happens in 7 
three days or a week at fartheſt, and ſometimes 2 
in a day, can be ſo deliberate as to give public 
notice of ſuch their intended nuptials a month 
before: theſe ſort of people have not fo much f 
forecaſt; precipitancy, raſhneſs and indiſcre- 7 

tion ſhould govern them; for when wiſdom, 
judgment and diſcretion does, the Lord have 
mercy upon their governors! It is really good 
for the public, that Tom ſhould court Sue in 
the day-time, and away to ſome place or other 
and be married before night. A footman and 
maid have joked themſelves into a marriage 
very often before twelve at night, away the 
next morning to the Flete, and the whole woo- 
ing, wedding and bedding has been compleat- 
ed in a ſpace leſs than twenty-four hours. Moll 
has agreed with Dick to go to a fair, and ſpend 
the whole day with him, they have ſet ont in 
the morning, and before eleven that night have 
been married, and in one another's arms before 
twelve, getting a ſoldier or ſeaman for the ſer- 
vice of their king and country. Raſh and in- 
conſiderate marriages are good for the public; 
for if the lower claſs of people were to think or 
. you look 


4 
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look before they leaped, there would not be 
one in twenty, nay, I might ſay, one in fifty 
who would marry; and it is therefore eaſy to 
ſee how greatly the nation muſt ſuffer from the 
commencement of this Act in its moſt eſſential 
riches, the multitude and ſtock of its inhabi- 
tants: - ſuch precaution and deliberation as the 


Act preſcribes in great perſonages, where there 
are ſettlements, and which marriages are all of 


them Smithfield and Jockey bargains may be 
well enough, and will be found of great uſe to 
Weſtminſter-Hall ; but among the lower claſs 
-of people they ſhould have theprivilege of mar- 


tying juſt when and how they pleaſe. , I will 
now take upon me to propheſy, that from and 


after the twenty-fifth day of March next, 7. 


That the number of marriages will be far leſs 


than they are now among the lower claſs of 
people; I fay, even as one is to twenty-five. 
2. That great numbers of them will live in for- 
nication and concubinage. And 3. that in 


leſs than ſeven years from the commencement 


of the Act there will be a great cry for want of 


hands to ſerve in our fleet, keep up our ſtand- 


ing Army, carry on our merchandize, and 
cultivate our lands. This, ſays the politician, 
we can eaſily ſupply by an Act for a general 
naturalization, Thus, in time, will the pre- 


ſent inhabitants, who have fought for their re- 
ligion and purchaſed their liberties with the ef- 
fuſion of blood and treaſure but lately for the 
| beſt of kings *, be joſtled out of their lands 


C. 2 and 


3 prince deſervedly beloved by his ſubjects, one who de- ? 
lights in the happineſs of his people, whoſe attribute is lenity and 


Mercy, 
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and poſſeſſions, as ſurely and effectually, tho 
not in ſo cruel a manner, the Iſraelites did the 
inhabitants of Canaan, or the Danes and Sax- 
ons the ancient Britains. Theſe will be the 
natural conſequences of this Jaw. 

Taz ſphere I move in, intitles me by ex- 
perience to ſay, that ſecret, ſurreptitious and 
precipitant marriages are of great uſe to the 
public. As 1 have married many thouſands, 
and conſequently have on theſe occaſions ſeen 
the humours of the lower claſs of people, I have 
often aſked the married pair how long they had 
been acquainted; they would reply, ſome 
more, fome leſs, but thegenerality did not ex- 
ceed the acquaintance of a week, ſome only of 
a day, half a day, &c. Now theſe people, if 
they had had the perplexity and procraſtination 
appointed by the Act, would never have been 
married. The whore is not ſo generally by 
choice but neceſſity; if ſhe lights of a green 
horn, as it is termed, ſhe always propoſes a 
marriage, and this I have the pleaſure and ſatis- 
ſaction to ſay, has been the caſe of ſome thou- 
ſands whom I have married; all which ſort of 


mercy, how irkſome to him does he.conſent to the death of any 
one of his ſubjects, ſave that perſon who is guilty of murther. 
I reckon it as one of the greateſt bleſſings of my life, that I live 
under and ſerve ſo good, ſo wiſe, and ſo juft a potentate ; and 1 
have the vanity to think, that he has not a ſubje& in his realm 
that has done bim and his country more real ſervice than I have 
done; the ſtateſman in the ſenate, the counſellor at the board, 
the general at the head of his army, and the admiral command- 
ing his fleets, have ſerved him with the loſs of many of his ſub- 
jects, but I have ſerved in bonds, in a way that has pleaſed all 

arties,, and which has daily and hourly added to the number of 
his loyal ſubjects. EE AS 


: breeders 
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breeders will by this Act be loſt to the public. 
Many have turned out ſober people, and in the 
caſe of procreation (the main thing to be re- 
garded by the ſtate) have produced numerous 
— I ſpeak I ſay from experience; a 
young man, a mariner comes on ſhore, re- 
ceives his wages, is recommended by his friends 


or acquaintance, to Mary the daughter of a 


neighbour; comes acquainted with her one 
day, is married the next, gets his wife with 
child, and is.again a ſhipboard in the mer- 
chants or his country's ſervice before the week 
is out, returns by the time his wife is brought 
to-bed, gets her with child, and then ſets fail. 
Now, as the ceremonials of marriage muſt 
hereafter be the conſideration of a month, the 
mariner can no. way ſtay that time, he will be 
neceſſitated to content himſelf with whoredom, 
and by this means an infinite number will be 
loſt to the riſing generation; for the marriages 
of our ſeamen, ſoldiers, &c. are of great uſe to 
the keeping up the ſtock of the nation; for 
ſuppoſe, the mariner ſtays away two or three 
years moſt of the good women are ſo generous 
to the nation, as not to loſe their teaming 
time. The chief things the legiſlature are to 
prevent is celibacy * and whoredom, for nei- 
ther of theſe do increaſe or keep up the ſtock of 
the people; but married parties however vi- 
cious before, do the beſt of their endeavours to 
encreaſe and multiply. | 


_ * Remember O ye lawgivers, the wiſdom of our Reformers 
in ſupprefling the monaſteries and nunneries, in order to increaſe 


the ſtock. of people. | 
FRONM 
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Fon this law methinks I foreſee ſhortly 
the abſolute neceſſity there will be of making 
another before the expiration of ſeven years, to 
oblige people at a proper and diſcreet age to 
marry under ſevere penalties, but I beg it 
may center de capite, it being now almoft fa- 
ſhionable to make every thing death without 
benefit of clergy. Thus one law produces an- 
other, and that two or three more, and they a 
thouſand, till at length we ſhall have more 
laws than minutes (did I fay, than moments 
or feconds) in a year. Haſty and precipitant 
marriages, without the conſent of parents, has 
its great uſe in the ſtate; for whoever is ac- 
quainted with the diſpoſitions of the lower claſs 
of people muſt know, that they take a fecret 
pleafure in haſty proceedings, they have not 
minds formed for conſideration and forecaſt ; 
If they do not a thing off-hand, and preſently, - | 
they do it not all.---What the number of hafty 
or joyous marriages (by the enemies of propa- 
gation ſtiled clandeſtine) have been cammunibus 
annis, I will not take on me to ſay exactly, 
tho ſome have computed them at twenty- 
thouſand for the whole kingdom; and I have 
"Heard fay, this is a very moderate computation; 
and as the practice of clandeſtine, which I call 
joyous and haſty marriages have ever been al- 
"lowed, eſpecially ſince the Reformation; with- 
*out ſtretching the point, the great increaſe of 
the natives, of commerce, taxes, duties, cour- 
tiers, exciſemen, cuſtomhouſe-officers, land- 
waiters, rulers *, &c. fince that happy period, 


Since the reformation the number of juſtices of the peace 
are increaſed at leaſt as ſixty to one. 1 


may 
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may. | rationally be placed to this account? 
wherefore it has been and is now the ſtrength 
of the nation, and the vitals of our army and 
navy. | TY 

| 1 inconveniency which will ariſe 
from this Act will be, that the expences of be- 
ing married will be ſo great, that few of the 
lower claſs of people can afford; for J have of- 
ten heard a Flete-parſon ſay, that many have 
come to be married when they have had but 
half. a- crown in their pockets, and fix-pence to 
to buy a pot of beer, and for which they have 
pawned ſome of their cloaths. This circum- 
ſtance in the new law will curtail the number 
of marriages greatly. Marriage in the me- 
thod preſcribed by the Act, will come to fix or 
eight times the ſum. I wiſh the law bad 
found. them the money to be married with, or 
had appointed, the clergy of every pariſh to 
adminiſter matrimony gratis, as he does now 
the holy elements . Hence it will come to 
paſs, that men and women will fly marriage, 
and ſo the very end for which they were born 
will be loſt to the nation. It is neceſſary that 
people ſhould be impoſed on by ane another; 


truth will always have but few votaties, but 


error and deceit its thouſands. That men and 
women ſhould continually cheat and cozen one 
the other into marriages is much better for the 
ſtate, than a few made by reaſon, deliberation, 
and the weight of money; it is far better for a 


. * Before the Reformation the clergy married the people with- 


out fee or reward ; marriage was then counted as one of the ſa- 
craments of our moſt holy religion. | * 


nation 


LJ 5 
nation that there ſhould be forty. clandeſtine 


marriages in a day, than one or two deliberate 
ones. The benefit is great, and is certainly 


felt in the conſumption, as every things pays a 


duty to the crown. I remember once on a 


time, I was at a public-houſe in Radcliff, which 


then was full of ſailors and their girls, there 
there was fiddling, piping, jigging and eating ; 
at length, one of the tars ſtarts up, and ſays, 
D n ye Jack, I will be married juſt now; 
I will have my partner; and B——d we will 
get a boy who ſhall kill the French King. The 


joke took, and in leſs than two hours ten couple 


fet our for the Flete. I ſtaid their return. 


They returned. in coaches; five women in 


each coach; the tars ſome running before, o- 


thers riding on the coach-box, and others be- 
| Hind. The cavalcade being over, the couples 


went up into an upper room, where they con- 
cluded the evening with great jollity. The 
next time I went that way, I called on my 
landlord, and aſked him concerning this mar- 
riage-adventure ; he at firſt ſtared at me, but 
recollecting he ſaid, .thoſe things were ſo fre- 


quent, that he hardly took any notice of them ; 


for added he, it is a common thing, when a 
fleet comes in, to. have two or three hundred 
marriages in a week's time, among the ſailors. 
Now, as this is the very caſe, what will, af- 
ter the twenty-fifth day of March next, become 
of this ſet of people; it 1s. plain, from. the 
tenor of the Act, they cannot be married in a 
friſky mode, will not it follow, that in a few 
years we ſhall want hands to till the ground, 

| man 
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man our fleets and armies, and carry on out 


commerce. From the bad conſequences of 


this, Good Lord deliver us ! 
IT is therefore hard, the lower claſs who 


have not the money, nor prudence to pro- 


craſtinate as the Act directs, to be deprived 
of a privilege God and nature has given them. 


T am ſure the rich man ought to pray ardent- 
1y to the Almighty to keep up and ſuſtain 


the race of the lower claſs, for this is moſt 
certain, when they fail, his grandeur, luxury, 

ride, dominion, arrogance and avarice muſt. 
For it muſt be allowed by all, that from this 
ſource ariſe all the domeſtics; the husband- 


man, and artificer; the mariner and ſoldier : 


and in the circumſtances we are now, and in 
which we muſt continue till the millennium 


or general conflagration ; let me ſay, it is far 
eaſier for us to do without the rich? man than 
the poor one, without the ſycophant or cour- 


tier than the plowman and ſailor. It there- 
fore follows, that haſty and precipitant mar- 
riages (falſely and artfully called clandeſtine) 
is the very foundation of our preſent happi- 


neſs and proſperity, and time, and a very 
ſhort time will ſhew us, that wiſe and pru- 


dent and conſiderate marriages (there will be 
ſo few) among the lower claſs of people will 
be the deſtruction both of our CHuxc and 
KiNG; by giving the enemies of Britain an 
opportunity when they perceive our weak- 
neſs in numbers of introducing a Popiſh pre- 


tender. Which Og avert! 


D s SEATED 


„ 


Skar ED in my elbow- chair theſe conſi- 
derations made ſo deep an impre fon on my 
mind, that I had ſcarce finiſh'd the above be- 
fore a deep fleep ſeized me, and behold, 1 
dreamt that I was dead, and convey'd into 
the other world, and wafted by Charon over 
the Styx, where landing on the other fide, | 
I was immediately convened before the Cen- 1 
ſorium *; the judge having viewed me, 10 
ſhook his head, and ſaid: Ay, friend, thou 
didſt ſuffer cruel impriſonment in the other 
world ;---there is not upon earth, ſuch a 
place as you come from, where there are more 
laws, counſellors, attornies, bailiffs, jails, 
jailors, turnkies, and men in priſon ;---they 
delight in puniſhing and tormenting one the 
other, and it is with this their rulers divert 
them, in order to keep them from rebellion. 
My ſentence was pronounced thus: Walk 
thou on the bank of the Styx. left the 
court, and was conducted to my place; it 
was a pleaſant green, adorned with willows, 
and it was my buſineſs, as well as that of 
many others, to keep up the banks waſted 
and decayed by the flux and reflux.of the 
water. Here I uſed to walk, ſmoke my 
pipe, drink of and bathe in its ſtreams; for 
here we live by drinking only, the region 
being exceed ing hot, and nearer the ſun than 
the earth by many degrees, this is our chief 
ſolace; if we had not the Bibeſſa our philoſo- 


A Judiciary appointed by the emperor, to examine all per- 
ſons coming from the other world, and whoſe particular office it 
is, to afſiga to every one his proper place and bulineſs. 


phers, 
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phers, (who think themſelves much wiſer 
than Sir Iſaac Newton, or even Dr. H=---1) 
are of opinion, our puniſhments would ſoon 
end through An-ni-hi-la-ti-on. _As my ca- 
ſula or hut was within view of the ferry, I 
had the pleaſure of err 4 number of peo- 
ple continually imported by Charon. About 
fix years after T had been there, one morning 
early I eſpied a boat full of my own country- 
men, the company conſiſted. of one jailor, at- 
tended with under jailors, turnkies, chamber- 
lains, jigers, whippers-in, tipſtaves, bailiffs, 
&c. they all went haſtily into the Cenſorium 
where they ſtaid not long before they were 
deftined to work at water-engines ſo artfully 
contrived in this country for watering of the 
roads by ſubterraneous pipers as far ſurpaſſes 
any thing J ever ſaw. As the jailor was my 
acquaintance, he took the firſt opportuni y 
of viſiting me, and our meeting was friendly; 
for here all animoſities ceaſe, and the reaſon 
is, becauſe we have not the power as on earth 
of revenging injuries. I welcomed my Cuſtoe 
(for ſo I called him) into our gloomy region; 
he took me by the hand, and faid, thou 
Iookeſt well Don Carcero. We ſoon fell in- 
to diſcourſe. 

Carcero. Pray how does all our friends in 
caſtello Fletano ? * 

Cuſtor. All well: but about three years 
ago a little poet ſent thither ſerved me an 
ugly trick. You muſt know, the ſcheme of 
politics has received an alteration ſince the ad- 
miniſtration of Sir Rt W--—e, he laid out 
D 2 5 a 
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a large ſum in bribery and corruption, which 
was then called ſecret- ſervice mony ; the po- 
liticians who ſucceeded him, found out this 
method to fave that money, viz. To quarter 
upon placemen. This fellow, (I wiſh I had 
known it then) inſinuated to a certain great 
man, that my place was ſo lucrative, that it 
might very well procure two or three friends 
to the g----n--=-t; the poet got releaſed; 
and I was perſuaded to accept of a co-adjutor, 
_ Having alſo the promiſe to be made a gover- 
dor of a province in a very ſhort time. But 
before this came to paſs, I died. In my laſt 
moments I thought of you; but I little 
thought of finding you here, becauſe I know 
you did a great deal of good when in jail, &c. 
Car. Tis true, I did not think to come 
here; but it is a far better country than I 
expected; I am very glad II have. not the 
trouble of eating, cloathirig, &c. as in the 
other world. | 
Cuſt. J have been here ſcarce ſix months, 
but I am ſo taken with its manner of life, its 
freedom from that tyranny on earth, which 
one man. exerciſes over the other, that I 
think it Hill that I came from. | 
Car. Give me leave Ho is it with my 
old friend Don Cancellario? | 
Cuſt, J faw him about nine months ſince. 
Car. Are the tedious and expenſive pro- 
ccedings in curiis /uperioribus remedied ? 
Cuſt, We have expected to ſee the plan for 
above three years paſt; (for he is retired from 
buſineſs fa long) it will regulate the whole 
courſe 
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courſe of juſtice, in a method ſo eaſy, the 
moſt intricate cauſe will be compleated in fix 
or nine months after commencement, and 
with ſo little expence to the ſubje&, that I 
think England muſt from that time be a land 
of happineſs and liberty indeed. 

Car. Pray, my friend, give me ſome 1 items 
of it. | 

Cuſt. J have heard, that the number of 
counſellors will be limited, and the number of 
attornies, the ſtamp- duty taken off, and 
their fees aſcertained. Farther I cannot fay ; 
but that every act made to enforce the new 
plan of the law, will be de capite, without 
benefit of clergy. 

Car. As J left my native country before 
the commencement of the marriage-bill, let 
me know how that went on? 

Cuſi. The next ſeſſions after its commence- 
ment it received ſome alterations, and ſo it 
remains. 

Car. Pray, what were thoſe alterations? 

Cuſt. T think the A& appoints certain cler- 
gymen, in ſeveral parts of England, to mar- 


ry the haſty and precipitant. 


Wir this I ſeemed to jump for joy, and 
J leaped out of my chair, but was in ſo great 
a ſweat, and ſo faint that I was obliged to 0 

up into the coffee- room, ſmoke my p 

and drink my quantu 14 eit before I 10010 
proceed. This done I returned to my pen 
and ink, for tho' I am in priſon, I thank 
God I am not yet forbid the uſe of it. p 


& 
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IJ $HALL conclude, with propoſing ſome 
amendments in the preſent Act, Which if the 
parliament ſhould meet next November, may 
e. made before its commencement. As, 
: THAT the AG ſhall be binding on all per- 
ſons of degree, wealth, faſhion, place, power 


and dignity. | 
x PEE Ros Act fhall not extend to the mar- 
iges of ſuch perſons who have no eftates in 
— houſes, or monies in the funds. 
Tur the ſaid marriages ſhall be perform- 
ed by one in Holy Orders, who ſhall have 
been licenced by ſome Proteſtant biſhop of 
the Church of England. 
PkoviDED alſo, that from henceforth, 
every ſuch clergyman fo licenced and ap- 
pointed, ſhall grant a, written, certificate of 
uch marriage, and for which. certificate he 
{hall take no more than Six-Pence. _ by 
Tur the faid certificate ſhall be written 
on a piece of paper having thereon a three- 
P 
Tur the ſaid clergyman fo officiating for 
the ſolemnization of marriages, ſhall. take or 
exact for the fame no more than Two-Shil> 7 
ings and Six-pence. | 
Ay that he be hereby commanded and 


obliged to keep a fair regiſter. of all ſuch per- 
ſons ſo married by him, with the day of the 
fnonth, and the date. of the year under the 

penalty of being removed from his office. 
And be it provided, that all ſuch perſons, 
who ſhall have a right to keep Sacellums 
for the quick, ſpeedy and precipitant mar- 
riages 


WW a {1 ove F 
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riages of our loving ſubjects, ſhall Jen 


when they deliver up the regiſter of all ſach 
perſons as they have married, into our Exche- 
quer-Office, ſhall receive each the ſum of 
Ten- Pounds. | 
Wir theſe amendments, and fuch others 
as the wiſdom of parliament ſhall ſuggeſt, 


this At may be made a benefit to the nation; 
and I hope thefe things will be taken into 
conſideration, before it is too late. 


Ix the regulation T have propoſed, Tcan 


have no intereft, becauſe it ſays that perſons 
allowed to marry by this Act ſhall be hcenced 
thereto, by the biſhop of the diocete ; of 
which T ſhall never be . 


However, I would adviſe, that one of 
the Sacellums to. be appointed, by this A& 
may be in May-Fajr, another near the Fete, 
a third in St. Catharine's, and as many more 
in the dioceſe of London, as the ordinary 
ſhall think needful. 

As to the reſt of the kingdom every fea- 
port, town of great trade, and every county 
to have one, Who fhall each receive of the 
government ten pounds a- year, for keeping 
an exact regiſter. This will create ſo — 
place- men, and be it provided, that no cler- 
gyman ſhall hold it in commendam, by de- 
puty, or ſine- cure; and alſo, that when he 


accepts of a curacy, vicarage, lectureſhip, 


parſonage, &c. his place ſhall be void, and 
the biſhop of the dioceſe wherein his ſtation 
was, ſhall fill the fame with a clergyman 


qualifcd as recited, having a licence; and 
that 


[ 32 7 
t if any perſon, man, woman or child, 
ot in holy orders ſhall preſume to marry. as 
exctofore, | the perſon ſo officiating, ſhall * 
trank ted for fourteen years. | 
o conclude, how theſe things may turn 
out, 1 cannot ſay, but T hope for the beſt, I 
have only this to remark, that what I have 
offered is for the good of my country, and 
here Lmuſt ;deliyer it as my opinion, and 
which 1 have learnt from experience, that j in 
a ſtate, the youth, cannot be too much encou- 
rs to marry; nor opportunity and means 
157 bete thereto too frequent, nor too often 
before them, When they have once agreed 
— law ſhould x procraſtinate them, for : the 
ock of RENPEe: are the riches and ſtrength of 
* nation. 
Noz if the profent AG, i in the form it 
Br Lands, ſhould, which Lam ſure is im- 
| Waile be of ſervice to my country, T 
mall then have the ſatisfaction of having been 
the occaſion gf it, , becauſe the | compilers 
thereof have done it with a pure deſign of 
ſuppreſſing my Car EI, which makes me 
the moſt celebrated man in this Fipgdom, tho” 
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